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The statistics show that 19,390 new households became homeless during July to September of this year - the lowest number for more than twenty years. This continues the downward trend in acceptances over the last 3 years since the recent peak of 35,770 over the same period in 2003. The figures also show a continued reduction of households in temporary accommodation, down 8 per cent compared to the same time last year. There has been a steady drop over the last year - the figure having now reduced to 93,090.

£47 million in homelessness grants has been allocated to local authorities to help them further tackle and prevent homelessness in their area - a £3 million increase on last year. The money will help councils to continue progress in getting families out of temporary accommodation, and to sustain the 73 per cent reduction in rough sleeping since 1998.

Since 2003 local authorities have had strategies in place to prevent and tackle homelessness. By 2008 the Government will have invested £300m for prevention services; schemes include rent deposit schemes and mediation services. The Government is committed to reducing the number of households in temporary accommodation by 50 per cent by 2010. While 86 per cent of households in temporary accommodation are living in self contained housing, they do not provide the security and opportunities a settled home brings. The Government intends to end the use of B+B’s for homeless 16 and 17 year by 2010, unless in an emergency and even then for not longer than 6 weeks.

The government set out reforms in November in a new planning policy which will require local authorities to tackle obstacles to providing the settled homes local people and families need. That will mean releasing more suitable brownfield sites, a better mix of homes and new family-friendly developments, with stronger powers to deliver affordable housing. Government also expects to now help 160,000 households buy their own home through shared equity mortgages, doubling its original estimate, following the findings of the Shared Equity Task Force published in the Chancellor's Pre-Budget Report 

The strategy takes forward innovative measures announced in ODPM’s 5 year plan Sustainable Communities: Homes for All, supported by increased investment in homelessness prevention from £60 million in 2005/06 to £74 million in 2007/08. It includes a target to cut the number of households living in temporary accommodation by half by 2010 also sets out steps to provide more settled homes and initiatives across Government departments to tackle the wider symptoms and causes of homelessness, including action on health, employment, relationship breakdown, services for children and other associated issues.

 In the third quarter of 2006 the total number of homelessness acceptances was 19,390 a reduction of 22 per cent over the same period last year and a 46 per cent reduction compared to the recent peak in Q3 2003.

The Shared Equity Task Force was set up to explore the nature of the shared equity market, to understand the barriers to the further development of the market, and to explore opportunities for greater private sector involvement in Government's shared equity programmes, which have helped more than 80,0000 households to get a first step onto the housing ladder since 1998. 

 Following new measures set out in the Pre-Budget Report, to encourage a stronger role for private sector lenders and to improve the efficiency of publicly funded shared equity schemes, the Government now expects that more than 160,000 households could be helped to buy their own home through private or public shared equity mortgages by 2010 - double the original estimate.
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