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A New Information System for Social Care

e-Health Insider reported that  the Information Centre is working towards a new information system for adult social care records

The Adult Social Care Information Development Programme (ASCID). Centre is working towards producing a new information system for adult social care records

The aim of the programme is to make patient records of elderly patients more person-centred and flexible. The Information Centre is carrying out a major review of social care information that will deliver information to support future patterns of care. 

The intention  is for local authorities to have available the information they need: to plan, commission, deliver and monitor services. Good information means councils delivering the best care they can.

The Information Centre for Health and Social Care, with the support of the Department of Health, is committed to ensuring that data and information are as relevant as possible, meeting the aims laid out in the ‘Our health, our care, our say’ white paper. Those running the Centre  want to put individual people at the heart of the information that is collected, so that it is easy to get a picture of the overall care they are receiving. Clients will get the social care services they deserve.  

Work is progressing, acting on surveys of users know, seeing what does the ASCID programme means to them and what they feel the benefits would be. The plan is to create a set of common assessment tools for their records. Agencies should be able to work closely together, there should be no need for people to ask the same questions over and over again. All methods of managing care have been considered including direct payments, individual budgets, preventing people going into statutory care and the struggle for authorities to achieve targets.  

A number of care agencies are working on the ASCID, not just the IC and DH. The Commission for Social Care Inspection, Department of Communities and Local Government, Department of Works and Pensions and Connecting for Health are amongst other parties involved with the project. 

The  ASCID programme is identifying emerging social care policy and performance developments to help them identify what the information agenda will look like in five to ten years time. The IC is now developing a data standards framework to ensure consistency in information recording and reporting between localities. They are also developing a social care data dictionary of agreed terminology and data definitions to sit alongside existing health related dictionaries. The DH and CfH will moderate these. A checklist scheme is being created to ensure that information is only those which are considered high quality data. 
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