[image: image1.png]tel. 01629 57501

’ﬂ tendering for care o e e

info@tenderingforcare.com

30 Gritstone Road, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3GB www.tenderingforcare.com




Alternative parliament starts new session

People with learning difficulties are getting to voice their views at their own parliament. The Cambridgeshire Parliament is an advocacy project funded by the Big Lottery Fund, and part of the Cambridge-based Speaking Up charity. 

Its MPs are people with learning difficulties who are elected by other people with learning difficulties to speak up for them. The elections have now taken place and 34 new MPs opened the new parliamentary term in Over Community Centre. 

One of the new MPs, William Stevenson said: "I'm so pleased that I've got in.

"I'm looking forward to sticking up for other people" The parliament has created a forum where people with learning difficulties can meet and challenge professionals, politicians, chief executives and service providers.

At the opening, MPs told county councillors and managers from the Learning Disability Partnership about the issues that concern them. These included concerns about the lack of toilet facilities for people with high support needs in the county - they would like to see public facilities which have hoists and changing benches.

The MPs are also dismayed to hear that the Windmill School has been sold, because they know how important the pool has been to people and want people with disabilities to be able to access it.
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